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Guest Editorial 

Notes from a Gardening Novice  
 

People have been creating and nurturing gardens 
for centuries, in the beginning for food 
production and survival to todaysô latest search 
for wellbeing and mindfulness. But right from 
the start, people will have experienced the 
reward of eating food theyôve grown and the joy  
that flowers bring.  

My gardening journey started in our last 
home, an Edwardian semi with a south facing 
allotment style garden, dotted with yew and 
holly trees. Set on a hillside it was 100 yards 
long, rose beds at the top, fruit trees in the 
middle and raised vegetable beds at the bottom. 
Privet hedges bordered both sides and trimming 
those were a joy often leaving me unable to lift 
my arms. 

One of our first jobs was to save a splendid 
yew tree, planted when the house was built.  We 
couldnôt bear to cut it down so we set about 
digging around the root ball and man-handling it 
down the steep garden where it was replanted 
with plenty of local farm manure and a watering 
pipe.  Diligent care meant that, after 27 years, 
the yew had not only survived but thrived much 
to the delight of the resident blackbirds and 
thrushes.  

That garden was a wonderful space but 
presented to me at a time when work came first 
and my uneducated weekend efforts lead to a 
garden that slowly got away from me. Enter 
Peter, a fantastic organic gardener who had been 
trained in the formal parks and gardens of 
Bradford District. His knowledge and 
experience meant that with just a few hours a 
week the garden came back to life with highly 
productive well pruned apple trees, shrub beds 
and a cowslip lawn.  He was happy to share his 
expertise, enabling me to see gardening as a joy 
and not a chore. 

The garden provided berry laden holly for 
Christmas, often gifted to dress the local church 
and lavender and lilac for fragrance. I would say 
that we had a regular abundance of apples, but 
in the last few years we noticed that the crop, 
including my favourite Russets, would 
disappear overnight. We put it down to cheeky 
school kids out scrumping but an early morning 
glimpse of roe deer rump proved them innocent. 
Despite being less hands on, this garden gave 
me immense pleasure, my urban safe place. 
Picking fruit, sitting out on a late summer 

evening or sipping morning coffee while 
looking out over the magnolia blooms and 
across to Howarth Moor. When we finally 
moved, it was ironic that we were leaving a 
pretty much perfect gardeners garden and taking 
on a wind-swept, high altitude small plot, built 
on the remains on an old farmyard and barns.  

The next stage of my gardening journey was a 
little delayed, the new house needed a lot of 
work and the focus was on lath and plaster not 
lawns. After a couple of years, we looked to the 
bottom plot, last used for bonfires and keeping 
chickens. I wanted to try to grow some 
vegetables so we set to, clearing the high conifer 
hedge, digging, rotavating and ómuckingô raised 
beds and spending days hand picking out the 
many, many stones and pebbles; they still 
surface!  Much design and planning went into 
building the all-important rabbit fences, worth it 
as weôve lost little to the furry menace.  We 
planted robust óBritishô vegetables - potatoes, 
carrots, parsnip, peas and broad beans thinking 
that surely, we couldnôt fail with those. Well, 
the first couple of crops were great but weôve 
given up on parsnips and carrots, just canôt seem 
to get them to thrive (any suggestions gratefully 
received). However the buzz and pleasure in 
harvesting those first peas, weeding on a 
summerôs afternoon and the evening watering-
up is the same every year.  

Building on the health benefits of gardening, 
and its óplantyô rewards, we decided to branch 
out. Not quite market garden but compact and 
bijou. A small green house was purchased, a 
design chosen less for its growing capabilities 
and more for its ability to withstand gale force 
winds (weôve only lost one pane so far, blown 
out!). I wonôt forget the taste of those first 
Gardeners Delight tomatoes and more recently 
the basil. Last yearôs successful harvesting of 
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mini cucumbers (after a shaky start) will go 
down as a lesson in home grown is best, they 
actually taste of, well, cucumber, but best of all 
is the pleasure of eating produce straight from 
the plant. Wash it, yes, but no processing, 
wrapping in plastic, packing, transporting, or 
storing. And no air miles, just a few calories 
burnt negotiating the vegetable plot steps. 

After a few years practise I was persuaded 
(you know who you are) to enter the Askrigg 
Produce Show. Carefully selecting the classes 
based on the likelihood of at least having 
something to enter I submitted peas, broad 
beans, shallots and sweet peas (another 
favourite) to the judgesô scrutiny.  I may not be 
a regular winner but you canôt beat the 
excitement of entering the village hall and 
checking for the little prize cards ï red a first, 
blue a second and yellow a third. As the 
vegetable plot expanded to include black currant 
and gooseberry Iôve been the proud creator of 
prize winning jam, whoôd have thought that? 
For a domestic goddess I am not. I can highly 
recommend joining in the friendly competition, 
get growing and you never know one of the 
highly sought after prize cards could be yours. 

This year my gardening journey has reached a 
cross-roads, do I push on up and take the 
challenge of cauliflower and asparagus, or do I 
choose a simpler path of enjoying what I have 
now?  I think the latter.  The garden today 
exercises the body and calms the soul, it 
provides the tastes I love and the colours that 
make me smile. Oh, and stopping Bob the new 
dog digging up everything thatôs not nailed 
down is more than enough of a challenge for 
me.   

Julia Newiss 

 
 
 
 

Eunice the Ewe 
Last  month  I  was  hiding  on  the Penhill 
Benefice Quilt on page 31 and the lucky 
winner of the Ã10 prize is Graham Thompson 
of West Burton. 

Where am I this month? To enter for the Ã10 
prize, please include your postal address if 
replying by email. 

The accuracy, appropriateness or legitimacy 
of any product or service advertised in this 
publication is the sole responsibility of the 
advertiser and not of the Upper 
Wensleydale Newsletter. 

   In This Issue            Page 
 

Guest Editorial           2 
Hawes School News                      3 
Competition            4 
Thorney Mire Notes           7 
Story Writing Competition                8 
Penhill Benefice Services         11 
BAWB Federation News         15 
Mystery Picture          16 
Whatôs Ons           20 
DCM News           22 
Voices from the Dales                            27 
Askrigg House Opening         29 
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Hawes Pantomime Review         36 

Submission of  articles 

 

Please note that all submissions should comply   
with current copyright legislation. If submitted 
articles are not the original work of the person 
submitting them, then all relevant permission 
should be sought and granted for reproduction.   

DEADLINE FOR COPY FOR THE 
NEXT ISSUE IS  

 

TUESDAY MARCH 21st 
 

PUBLISHED ON MARCH 30th 
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 March Competition 
 

How is your local geography knowledge?  Here 
are the names of a couple of villages in each of  
Weardale, Teesdale, Swaledale, Uredale, 
Wharfedale, Nidderdale, and Airdale (but not in 
that order!!) 

1.   Famous old laurel, expect 

2.   Boiler OK? 

3.   Shoo flute! 

4.   Almost President Reaganôs church  

5.   Crazy guy! 

6.   He was so confused 

7.   Lakeland water not so hot 

8.   Donôt throw stones in here 

9.   Bovine high ground 

10. Found on a grave? 

11. Sets fire to the lot 

12. Bed, the female, 14 pounds 

13. Prickle, weight, which woman? 

14. Emmerdaleôs real home  

 Please send in your answers to arrive by 
Tuesday, March 21st.  

 Donôt forget to include details of your 
nominated charity which will receive the Ã20 
prize should you win. 

 

Easter Exhibition by West Burton Art 
Group 

 

Saturday, April 8th and Sunday, April 9th. 
10.00am to 4.00pm. 

This talented group of artists from the Dales 
produces some amazing art-work. All members 
of the group are amateurs but the quality of their 
work in watercolour, oils and acrylics is well 
worth seeing, 

The group meets every Wednesday in West 
Burton Village Hall DL8 4JL where they 
exhibit. You are cordially invited  to visit this 
exhibition and to take home an original artwork 
at a bargain price. 

Entrance is free but donations are welcome 
and proceeds go to the Herriot Hospice. 
Refreshments will be provided. 

February Competition Answers 
 

Herbs and Spices 

1. Sage 

2. Parsley 

3. Mint 

4. Saffron 

5. Tarragon 

6. Chives 

7. Ginger 

8. Vanilla 

9. Coriander 

10. Cumin 

11. Rosemary 

12. Basil 

13. Thyme 

14. Oregano 

15. Turmeric 

16. Tamarind 

17. Mace 

18. Nutmeg 

19. Marjoram 

20. Chervil 

There were a few entries this month and the 
winner chosen at random was Amie Pye of 
Hawes whose nominated charity to receive Ã20 
is Yorkshire Air Ambulance. 
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The children in Dalesplay have been learning all 
about their feelings. We explored what each 
feeling is like and how we react, we learnt that 
it is ok to have these different feelings and 
learnt how we can understand them better and 
control them.  

We have loved reading óThe Colour Monsterô 
story and we had a trip out to the library where 
we learnt how to borrow books using the 
machine. Our half term holiday club enjoyed 
baking, crafting and making new friends. We 
managed to get outdoors using the gym 
equipment and we went on a bug hunt to see 
how we can help care for different animals.  

Pancake day transformed into pancake week, 
we learnt how to flip a pancake, make pancakes, 
count pancakes, sort them out in order by size 
and most importantly eat them! We are looking 
forward to dressing up for World Book Day and 
we plan to share our favourite stories together.   

 Drop-off points and contacts 
 

For news, articles, reports, letters, Whatôs On 
dates, competition entries, suggestions and  
comments:- All 01969 numbers. 
 
 Hawes:            Community Office       667400 
 Bainbridge:  Sylvia Crookes,   
  3, Bainside     650525 
 Askrigg: Sykes Shop,     650535 
 Carperby:         Anthony Abraham 
  Hall Garth     663243 
 West Burton:    Nadine Bell,  
  Margarets Cottage    663559 
 Aysgarth: Hamiltonôs Tearoom        663423 
 Redmire: Kevin Davis     624165 
  Westholme    
 Thoralby: Neil Piper        663747 
 West Witton Christine Barker, 
  Chestnut Garth        624934

 
 
 
 
 

WOODCRAFT STUDIO & 
TIMBER SERVICES  

formally Gayle Mill Trust 
 

Gates, posts and fencing to suit all your needs. 
Timber sales of larch and local hardwoods cut 

and delivered for your own project.  
Mobile sawmill to cut your own trees into 

planks or beams.   
Seasoned firewood delivered in dumpy bags 
and trailer loads throughout the dales. 

 

Ring 01969 667320 or 07967 844636 
for further details 

WŀƳŜǎ tŜŀŎƻŎƪ {h[L5 C¦9[ 
a9w/I!b¢ .ŀƛƴōǊƛŘƎŜ 

DƻƻŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŦǳŜƭǎ ŀǘ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΦ   
{ƳƻƪŜƭŜǎǎ CǳŜƭΣ IƻǳǎŜ /ƻŀƭΣ [ƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ {ǝŎƪǎ ŀƭƭ 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ 
5ŜƭƛǾŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ²ŜƴǎƭŜȅŘŀƭŜΣ {ǿŀƭŜŘŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

/ƻǾŜǊŘŀƭŜΦ bƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǘƻƻ ǎƳŀƭƭΦ 
 

WŀƳŜǎ tŜŀŎƻŎƪ twL±!¢9 ILw9 
 .ŀƛƴōǊƛŘƎŜ 

п-у ǎŜŀǘǎΣ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǊǳƴǎΣ ǇǳōǎΣ ǎǘŀǝƻƴǎΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ 
ƻǊ ŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΣ ƭǳƎƎŀƎŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎΧΧ 

 

¢ŜƭΥ лмфсф срлнмн κ срлпср 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƧŀƳŜǎ-ǇŜŀŎƻŎƪϪōǘŎƻƴƴŜŎǘΦŎƻƳ 
    ²ŜōΥ ǿǿǿΦƧŀƳŜǎ-ǇŜŀŎƻŎƪΦŎƻΦǳƪ  

WENSLEYDALE TREE and 
 HORTICULTURAL SERVICES (Est. 1995) 

DAVID ALLEN ( HND Arboriculture) 
CHARLIE ALLEN ( BSc Arboriculture) 

Fully insured (Ã5million) professional tree work: 
felling, crown thinning etc.   

Petrol log splitter and woodchipper for hire.  
Tree stump removal.  

Hedge establishment and maintenance. 
 Supply/ planting of forest/ ornamental trees. 
Fruit tree maintenance. Weed control services. 

 treesinhawes@gmail.com 
01969 667364 or 07811 576108 

 

mailto:james-peacock@btconnect.com
http://www.james-peacock.co.uk
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Blueboxt - March Update 
 

Musical Cultures ï FREE workshops and 
concerts 

Our final world music workshop takes place on 
Sunday, March 12th, 10.00am ï 5.00pm at 
Thoralby Village Hall (DL8 3SU). Bhangra 
Dance and Drums with Hardeep Sahota and 
Sunil Kaylan promises to be another exciting and 
informative day finding out about different 
musical cultures and styles while making-music 
together.  

Sessions are FREE to attend for ages 11-19yrs. 
We are happy to consider other ages too, please 
get in touch. PLEASE register your place as we 
only have a limited number of spaces available. 

Each workshop will finish with an informal 
sharing performance at 4.30pm when our guest 
music leaders and participants will present what 
they have created during the day. All welcome, 
pay as you feel donations appreciated. 
Refreshments will also be available.  

These sessions are supported by NYMAZ and 
Youth Music, using public funding from the 
National Lottery through Arts Council England. 

Thinking of a career in music?  Interested in 
how to produce and release your own music or 
artwork?  Wondering what other óoffstageô 
opportunities exist in the Creative Industries? 

We are delighted to have teamed up with David 
Owen from Flash Company Arts. There are three 
more drop-in sessions taking place on Zoom and 
in-person which will cover industry insights, 
song writing, productions skills, distribution and 
promotion, health and wellbeing, touring and 
performing, as well as exploring the many 
supporting roles which help artists create 
amazing events and releases. Wednesday, 
March 1st and 15th, 6.30pm-8.30pm [Zoom] 
and Sunday,  March 19th, 2.00pm-5.00pm at 
Thoralby Village Hall (DL8 3SU). Register to 
secure your place today!  

Want to play in a band? Our regular Play, 
Record, Perform sessions take place on Fridays 
6.30pm ï 9.30pm and Sundays 2.00pm ï 
5.00pm. Contact us to find out more. 

Make Music Day 2023 ï full details will be 
shared next month. We would like to hear from 
creative and performing arts groups and 
organisations who would like to take part in our 
celebrations at St. Matthews Church and The 
Methodist Church Hall, Leyburn. The 
programme of activities and events for all ages 
will run from Wednesday 21st to Sunday, June 
25th.  

To book your FREE place or find out more 
information contact Colin Bailey on 07711 
211169, email info@blueboxt.co.uk or book 
online at www.blueboxt.co.uk . 

 
 

 
 

All aspects of Web site design. 
Visit:   www.daleswebsolutions.co.uk 
Email:   info@daleswebsolutions.co.uk 
Tel:   01969 666174  or  07931 822736 

Hamiltonõs Tea Room 
At Yoredale House,  

A ysgarth  
Licensed Tea Room  
HOMEMADE FOOD ,  

Light Lunches, Clotted Cream Teas  
Open Feb -Nov, 10.30am ð 4.30pm  

Closed  Mondays & Tuesdays    
Tel: 01969  663423   

info@yoredalehouse.co.uk  

http://www.daleswebsolutions.co.uk
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Notes from Thorney Mire 
Early Spring 

 

For several years our piece of woodland has 
been one of the sites used by the National Park 
for monitoring red squirrels. This is done by 
placing cameras in the wood, focused on the 
feeders and by placing sticky pads in square 
tubes which traps hairs from the squirrels as 
they go through the tubes to find food. The hairs 
are then analysed by microscope as you cannot 
tell by looking at the hairs which species they 
belong to. The structure of a hair belonging to a 
grey squirrel is round and a redôs is kidney 
shaped.   

 This area of woodland, which follows 
Widdale Beck forms part of a wooded corridor 
which the squirrels use to travel along the dale 
and towards Snaizeholme. For some time now 
there has been a thriving colony of red squirrels 
at Snaizeholme and the National Park is very 
keen that this area should not be infiltrated by 
greys. The monitoring previously took place 
once, or twice a year, but now itôs going to be 
done every month in our part of the wood, for an 
indefinite period. The person dealing with the 
monitoring is pleased with the results so far as 
the photographs are showing a lot of red squirrel 
activity in the wood and no greys. I have seen a 
red squirrel running across the field and into the 
wood on several occasions and one came into 
the courtyard checking out the bird feeders. The 
camera in the wood has also picked up a stag 
roe deer. 

Walking along our lane in January, a large 
flock of birds, about forty, flew in front of us 
and landed in the trees, because of their large 
numbers we, for a moment, thought they were 
fieldfares, but then realised they were too small. 
On closer inspection they turned out to be 
chaffinches. I have never seen so many of them 
together before as they flitted backwards and 
forwards across the lane from one tree to 
another. We had a kestrel for a few days battling 
its way through wind and rain, flying from one 
telephone post to another, with its head down 
searching for prey. A greater spotted 
woodpecker was doing what woodpeckers do, 
minding its own business, hammering away at a 
tree, when there was aloud commotion. The 
hammering stopped and one woodpecker noisily 
gave chase to a second woodpecker, equally 
noisy. Whether this was over territorial rights or 
in the pursuit of romance, I donôt know. 

We had eight long tailed tits visit us and very 
obligingly came for the R.S.P.B. bird count at 
the end of January. A tree creeper also appeared 
on the same day. It was so well camouflaged on 
the mossy bark of the tree that it wasnôt until it 
moved and I could see the white underside that I 
knew it was there. We counted eight different 
species for the bird count. In first place, 
numbering eight were the long tailed tits and in 
joint second, not surprisingly were blue and 
great tits. 

Having been born after the war, when nothing 
was wasted, especially food, this stays with you 
for life, itôs in your hard drive, so image my 
despair when I found a large packet of ground 
almonds in the cupboard well passed their sell 
by date, even by my standards. This put me in a 
dilemma. I couldnôt in all consciousness feed 
them to the humans and I couldnôt bring myself 
to throw them away. There they stayed on the 
kitchen worktop for several days increasing my 
guilt every time I looked at them deciding what 
to do. Then I had an idea, I would feed some to 
the birds, so I put a handful on an old saucer and 
put it in a tray on the bird feeder. The birds were 
a bit tentative at first, but the robin, who in my 
experience will have a go at anything, was the 
first to try them. He was later joined by two blue 
tits and a great tit. Then word must have been 
spread on bird social media that there was 
something new on the menu at Thorney Mire 
and the bird feeder became a hive of activity. 
We had two gate crashing starlings, we do not 
normally see starlings in the garden. The 
collared doves arrived dominating the smaller 
birds until they had had their fill. The nuthatch, 
in its usual upside down position, tried eating 
the food from below but was met by a barrier, 
namely the saucer, so having to resort to 
attacking the food from above, it thought it was 
great fun standing in the middle of it all and 
throwing the nuts right, left and centre with the 
blackbird and dunnock below, waiting for the 
manna from Heaven. The saucer of ground 
almonds quickly disappeared, but the downside 
to this was that I had to keep going out in the 
freezing cold and I mean freezing, to replenish 
the nuts. This unexpected treat kept the birds fed 
for four days. It was a win-win situation. The 
birds were given food with a fat content which 
they need in winter and I eased my conscience 
by not wasting the food, but I really must clean 
my cupboards out more often. 

Sylvia Turner 
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UWNL Childrenôs Story Writing 

Competition 2022 
 

And the runners-up areééé.. 
 

As promised in last monthôs newsletter here are 
the two runners-up in the annual story-writing 
competition. 

Years 5-6 Category - Matilda Chen-
Robinson from Hawes Primary School. 

Years 5-6 Category ï Rene Oliver from the 
BAWB Federation of Primary Schools. 

ðððððððððððððððð- 

Mattyôs Story 
 

By Matilda Chen-Robinson 
 

My race had started ages ago, rippling through 
time, and sinking through history as we know it. 
We came from all different shapes and sizes, 
colours, and places. We could be red, green, 
orange and if you were lucky, then you could be 
from a special hub, which made you purpleé  

We were leaves. Proud, delicate, and 
beautiful. Autumn, of course, was the worst 
season possible for us, simply because most of 
us die by the unmerciful winds that run through 
the night, taking most of us one by one, as we all 
try to cling to the Great Mother for life. 
Unfortunate leaves are taken by surprise, 
plucked from their very growths. This was also 
the worst season for a baby, like me to be 
transferredé  

Iôll explain all these terms. Firstly, hubs were 
the type of tree that we came from. My hub was 
the oak mother, which basically meant I was a 
new leaf on the oak tree. Our Great Mother is 
the tree weôre from. So, when I was transferred, 
I was transported to a hub called The Great Oak, 
and once I was there, I travelled up the soil of 
the earth, and was brought up the roots of my 
Great Mother, and now this is my home. An oak 
tree in one of Londonôs parks. Letôs get to the 
story, though.  

The Park was gloomy and uninviting, filled 
with the crisp air of an uprising winter just 
beyond the horizon. I wavered through the air, 
standing as strong as I could, even though it was 
obvious that in a couple of days, I would 
probably face the inevitable. The thought was 
growing in my mind, rotting my very leaf-like 
soul. Thoughts that a young leaf like me 

shouldnôt think had popped up in my mind like a 
headache, growing stronger and stronger by the 
minute.  

ñHi, Alfie.ò A sad voice quivered through the 
cold air, breaking my heart with the familiarity 
of it. My best friend, Indy had been blown off 
two days ago, but I was surprised to see that she 
was still blowing through the wind like a lost 
soul wandering without a purpose.  

ñYou can walk?ò I widened my eyes as she 
was walking up my branch, ñYup! Itôsé almost 
time for me to go, thoughéò Indy responded, 
walking closer towards me. ñWhy do you have 
to go? I donôt understand!ò I shouted at her, 
wishing my little head off that she wouldnôt 
leave. A big gale started lifting my feet off the 
ground slightly, making me lose my balance.  

ñYou will understandé It will happen 
soonéò Indy smiled. I was swept off my feet, 
the wind blowing me through the air. At least I 
had my best friend with me, and she was all I 
needed. Together, we could face anything at all. 
I looked Indy confidently in the eyes, as she 
nodded nervously at me. Taking my hand 
bravely, we were ready to face the storm ahead 
of us. 

Jane Huntington (judgeôs) comments: An 
ambitious and confidently realised story.  Your 
writing is imaginative and by giving the leaf a 
voice and personality you encourage  readers to 
empathise with its situation, sustaining their 
engagement throughout the story.  You show 
complete control of your writing and can  
achieve sophisticated effects through varied 
sentence structure and a wide range of 
vocabulary. An impressively well-crafted story.  
A tour de force.  

ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

My dream 
 

By Rene Oliver 
Chapter 1: Home 

There was once a dragon and a little girl called 
Grace but Grace was not scared of the dragon in 
fact Grace and the dragon were best friends. 
...BEEP, BEEP, BEEP suddenly the familiar 
sound of my alarm clock woke me up and I went 
to turn it off but instead of an alarm clock it was 
round so I jumped off my bed IT WAS A 
DRAGON EGG!  
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I shouted to my mum up the stairs, ñMUM 
THEREôS A DRAGON EGG ON MY 
BEDSIDE TABLEò.  

My mum said, ñDonôt be silly, you are 
probably in a dream. Get ready for school.ò  

I snuck the dragon egg into my bag and got 
ready for school.  

Chapter 2: School 

I was walking to school when I heard a 
strange cracking noise in my bag so I ran to my 
locker and opened my bag, it WAS 
CRACKING! So, I put it in my locker and went 
to class. 

Chapter 3: Class 

I was in class when I thought about the egg so 
I told my friends Sylvi and Ellie that I had a 
dragon egg and asked if I could go to the toilet 
but instead of going to the toilet I ran to my 
locker and THE DRAGON EGG WAS 
HATCHING. I panicked so I packed my bag 
and the dragon egg and ran out of school I ran 
back home. 

Chapter4: Home 

I got home and took it out. It was a dragon! é 
Oh...no my mumôs favourite painting from my 
nursery days that has pride of place on our 
fridge (it was supposed to be a flower but looks 
like a blob to me!), up in flames as my naughty 
new pet couldnôt control his fiery breath! Mum 
is going to cry!! What should I do?! 

Chapter 5: Part of the family 

After a few days we gave our new pet a name, 
he was to be called Draggy the Dragon. We 
trained him to stop setting things on fire and he 
settled in nicely.  Mum was scared the first time 
that we flew out of the bedroom window but she 
soon got used to it! Draggy and me soon 
became best friends. 

Chapter 6: Happily ever after 

For years me and Draggy were soaring 
through the skies, we had so much fun and we 
even had tea together. Draggy slept under my 
bed and in winter his hot breath kept me warm. 
I love my best friend Draggy. 

Jane Huntington (judgeôs) comments: This 
was fun to read!  Itôs clever to make the dragon 
egg hatching and the dragon seem so real, 
especially the painting catching fire and 
Draggyôs breath keeping you warm in winter.  
A real success.  Well done.  

Events in Reeth Memorial Hall 
 

Saturday, April 1st - Saltfishforty are a fresh 
and dynamic duo hailing from the Orkney 
Islands. Douglas Montgomery (fiddle/viola) and 
Brian Cromarty (songs/guitar/ mandola) 
combine the rich traditional music of Orkney 
with original compositions. Tickets Ã15 (Ã17 
door).  

 Saturday, April 29th ï Jez Lowe. Singer-
songwriter, Jez, has taken his songs of north-
east England to audiences around the world, 
either solo, (with guitar, cittern, mandolin and 
harmonica accompaniment), or with his long-
time band The Bad Pennies.  óJez Lowe is one 
of our finest songwriters.ô BBC Radio 2. 
Tickets Ã14 (Ã16 door). 

 Tickets  are  available  from  Reeth  PO  or 
phone John Little 01748 884759 or 
visit www.reethmemorialhall.co.uk ï tickets are 
half  price  for  under  16s.  All  concerts  start  
at 8.00pm.  

 
 

Celebrate Motherôs Day in style at Stone House 
Hotel 

 

Enjoy a delightful Sparking Afternoon Tea on the 
weekends of 11/12th and 18/19th March, savour a lovingly
-crafted 3-course Motherôs Day Menu on the evenings of 
18/19th March, or join us for an expertly-curated wine 

tasting on the evening of 19th March! 
 

10% of proceeds will be donated to local charity 
Dalesplay Nursery to recognise the support they give to 

local mothers (and fathers!) 

Call now on 01969 667571 to book your table.  
We hope to see you soon! 

http://www.reethmemorialhall.co.uk/
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Wensleydale Craft Fairs 
Quality crafts by local and regional makers 

at the Market House, Hawes 

14th-15th May    28th-29th May 
www.wensleyfairs.co.uk 

Tel: 07857 439450 

Prunings  
 

This time last year I took my car in for a service. 
It needed four new springs! In the wheeling and 
dealing that followed I traded it in for something 
slightly less thirsty. Yesterday I had to take this 
one in for a slow puncture. I know we have had 
considerable road repairs, but there are still holes 
to avoid that are wide and deep enough to take a 
roofing flag and some of the passing places have 
cavities you could lose a wheel in. 

Last year, just outside the village I had a fairly 
close encounter with a stoat, and I really saw him 
only because he was white - in ermine as they 
say. Research tells me that they can live two or 
three years in the wild if they have sufficient 
shelter and prey. This year I may have seen him 
again, but he is only partly white. Perhaps it has 
not been quite cold enough for the full 
conversion. Iôll keep walking the same bit of 
road in hope as I think I know where he hides. 

Itôs amazing what a burst of sunshine can do. 
My wooden tubs where the green spikes were 
emerging quite unobtrusively are suddenly 
transformed by the glorious blue of the early 
irises. One of the stone troughs is sporting yellow 
crocus and there are more crocus showing their 
heads down the grass. It seems no time at all 
since the snowdrops appeared and now they have 
been overtaken. Even the t°te ¨ t°tes were 
invisible a few days ago though larger forms had 
appeared. They are now everywhere and will, I 
am sure put on a lovely show. 

I am usually fairly immune to tempting emails 

from the usual suspects who shower us with 
irresistible offers, but I confess to falling for one 
from Van Meuven. It was an offer for cherry 
trees and I am afraid I fell for it. These are 
supposed to be slow growing and able to survive 
in pots. I think they will be quite tiny when they 
arrive, so if I can get them through their first 
winter I shall possibly be pleased I ordered them. 
You never know! 

Talking of shrubs, I think it might be time to re
-pot the bay tree. I did it last year, but that was 
because it blew over and smashed the pot it was 
living in. It now sits in a squat, glazed and much 
more expensive container, and would probably 
benefit from some fresh compost. This too has 
buds and so is getting ready to flower. Should I 
cut off some of the spare leaves and dry them or 
wait until I want to cook with them. Well, they 
wonôt come to any harm on the plant. 

The price of forced rhubarb gave me quite a 
shock. There are plenty of old buckets hanging 
about so I set off to force my own. Clearly the 
rhubarb is not as far ahead as other plants 
because I couldnôt find an emerging crown. Iôll 
catch it when it appears. 

Whatever you grow, take time to enjoy it! 

Rose Rambler 
 

Bainbridge Christmas Lights Easter 
Fundraiser 

 

Saturday, April 1st. 

Childrenôs Easter Hunt. Collect your Hunt Kit, 
Ã1 per child, from Louise or Alice in Bainbridge 
play park from 10.30am to 11.30am. 

Saturday,  April 8th. 

Coffee morning at Bainbridge village hall from 
10.30am to 1.00pm. There will also be a cake 
stall, tombola, sale stall, and a childrensô activity 
of pin the tail on the rabbit.  Please return your 
Hunt (Treasure) by 12noon.. 

All funds raised will go directly to Bainbridge 
Christmas Lights. Please come and support us. 

Sykes House in Askrigg 
Grocery Shop, Tea Room and B&B 

Shop Open 7 days a week 
Tearoom open Tuesday-Sunday, . 

Enquire for group bookings 
B&B bookings at 

www.sykeshouse.co.uk 
 01969 650535 

http://www.wensleyfairs.co.uk
http://www.sykeshouse.co.uk
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Church Services in Penhill Benefice 
 

Before making any journey please check our 
website penhillbenefice.co.uk/services for 
updates.  

There will be a Telephone Service each 
Sunday at 9.30am. Dial 0333 0110 946 and 
enter room number 61337190# and PIN 7450#. 
Depending on your provider this is either free or 
costs a local rate phone call.      

Sunday, March 5th. 

9.30am Morning Prayer, St. Maryôs, 
Redmire.    

9.30am Holy Communion, St. Margaretôs, 
Preston under Scar.  

11.00am Holy Communion, St. Andrewôs, 
Aysgarth.  

11.00am Holy Communion,   
St. Bartholomewôs, West Witton.  

 

Sunday, March 12th.       

10.30am  Holy Communion Benefice Service 
St. Andrewôs, Aysgarth, with 
Archdeacon, The Ven Jonathan 
Gough.                                      

 

Sunday, March 19th. 

9.30am Holy Communion,  St Maryôs, 
Redmire.  

9.30am Holy Communion, St. Margaretôs, 
Preston under Scar.  

11.00am Ecumenical Holy Communion, St. 
Andrewôs, Aysgarth.  

11.00am Morning Prayer,  
St. Bartholomewôs, West Witton.  

 

Sunday, March 26th.  

9.30am Holy Communion,   
St. Bartholomewôs, West Witton.  

11.00am Morning Prayer and Baptism, St. 
Andrewôs, Aysgarth.  

3.00pm Evening Prayer, Thornton Rust 
Mission Room 

 

March Mid-Week Services.  

Thursday 2nd, 16th and 30th at 9.30am.  
Holy  Communion,  at  St.  
Bartholomewôs, West Witton. 

 

 The Church Coffee Morning at Redmire 
Village Hall is cancelled for March and will 
resume on April 5th. 

Church Afternoon Tea: Wednesday, March 
15th  from 2.00pm to 4.00pm, at Redmire 
Village Hall 

 

Lent Lunches. Noon to 1.30pm. Soup and 
Cheese lunch with coffees and teas. No fixed 
charge. Donations to Christian Aid Ukraine. 

Friday, March 3rd.  Thoralby Village Hall 

Friday, March 10th. West Burton Village 
Hall. 

Friday, March 24th. Carperby Sports 
Pavillion. 

(No Lent lunch on March 17th) 

 
 
 
 
Weôre Recruiting! 

 

NEW PAY RATES & BENEFITS  
 

Visitor Centre Roles  
Weôre investing in our Visitor 
Centre to create a stunning new 
catering facility. The Creamery 

Kitchen, opening this spring along with 
a new food hall and retail space in the 

summer. Full and part time vacancies 
both available. 
Find out more at 

wensleydale.co.uk/work-with-us  

DALE HEAD GARAGE 
 

Town Head, Hawes   
 

Tel.01969 667483 
 

Fuel Available 24/7 

penhillbenefice.co.uk/services
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Catch it while you can! 
 

Valentineôs Day (Tuesday February 14th) 
marked the half-way point in a three month 
scheme to limit adult single bus fares to a 
maximum of Ã2. However, although this 
government-funded scheme was due to end on 
March 31st, it has been given a three month 
extension, until June 30th. 

 All North Yorkshire bus operators are 
participating (and also many more elsewhere). 
On many bus journeys, two Ã2 adult single 
tickets are cheaper than a standard return ticket. 
(Valid bus passes for free travel apply as usual 
during the offer). 

Itôs a great opportunity to enjoy an early 
spring day out; shop somewhere different; 
commute without worrying about finding a 
parking space; visit friends and family - or just 
explore a new journey you havenôt done by bus 
before. Itôs also a chance to show that reduced 
bus fares attract more passengers and for 
businesses to offer special promotions during 
March. 

Bus services to/from Upper Wensleydale 
offering the Ã2 fare cap include the weekday 
Little White Bus 156 service (to and from 
Leyburn); the Sunday DalesBus 856 (to and 
from Northallerton, via Leyburn and Bedale 
without any change of bus on the journey); and 
the Hawes-Garsdale minibus for a rail trip on 
the Settle-Carlisle line or for friends and visitors 
arriving at Garsdale by train. 

Quality fabrics for quilting, 
dressmaking, etc., sewing kits & 

accessories, plus wool/yarn. 

Abbotstone House Collection      
Little Shop on the Hill, Hawes               
07921 058803 or 01969 667988 

Dales Garage 

Services we provide 
Exhaust, Diagnostics, Brakes, Welding, MOT, 
Suspension, Timing Belts, Clutches, Batteries, 
Tyres, Services. All makes and models. 

 

Unit 2, Hawes Ind Estate, Brunt Acres Road 
Hawes DL8 3UZ  

www.facebook.com/dalesgarage1 
 

Call ï James 07399 513605 

          Tyler 07376 487776 

Aysgarth Garage Shop and Post 
Office.  Tel 663900 

 

Our store offers a wide range of goods fresh, 
frozen, household, auto accessories, tools, pet 
food, stationery and newspapers. 
We have fresh bread, sandwiches, pasties, fruit 
and vegetables, milk and dairy including some 
specialist cheeses and an excellent selection of 
beer, wine and soft drinks, snacks and 
confectionery. 
Shop hours are 07.30-18.00 Mon-Sunday 
In September 2022, we opened a Post Office at 
Aysgarth Garage which is integrated into the 
retail area and offers customers a wide range 
of Post Office services from posting letters and 
parcels to collecting and returning online 
items. It also offers banking services including 
cash withdrawal, deposits and bill payments. 
Post Office hours are 09.00-13.00 Mon-Sat. 

Firewood 

Seasoned hardwood logs 
 

Tel:  01969 662692   
 Mob:  07970 629227 

http://www.facebook.com/dalesgarage1
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Gayle Methodist Church News 
 

 Lent Lunches 2023 

All are welcome to our Lent Lunches being held 
at Gayle Methodist Church, 12noon Tuesdays, 
March 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th, with a soup 
lunch followed by a short reflection.  A 
wonderful way to prepare for Easter. 

Good Friday Walk of Witness 

10.30am Good Friday, April 7th..  The 
annual Good Friday Walk of Witness will start 
from Gayle Chapel to conclude with a 11.30am 
service at St Margaretôs Church.  If you canôt 
make the walk you are still welcome at the 
service.  We hope you will join us. 

D BUSHBY 
Joiner/Cabinet Maker 

 

Doors, windows, staircases etc.  
made to measure.  

Skirtings, doors, shelves fitted and  
many more odd jobs. 

For a prompt and efficient service ring 
 

 David Bushby:  01969 666048  or  
07980 201579 

 

COACH HOLIDAYS &  

FULL DAY EXCURSION PROGRAMME 
 

Call 015242 41330 for our current brochures or visit 

our website to view up and coming Holidays  

& Day Trips 

Email:  enquiries@bibbys.co.uk                        

Website:  www.bibbys.co.uk 

   Your local family owned Coach Operator 

Alex Kravchenko 
BSc (Hons) MChS 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð

Chiropodist / Podiatrist 
Member of the Health Professions Council 

 

Practising at 
Yorkshire Foot Clinics 

25, Frenchgate, Richmond DL10 4NZ 
Bishop Auckland/ Hawes 667449 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Clinic Tel 01748 850020 
Email: yorkshirefootclinics@yahoo.com 

 

HAIR, NAILS AND 
AESTHETICS  

 

Aqua Facial 
Micro Needling Facial 
Scalp Micropigmentation 
IPL Laser Treatment 

Thread Vein Removal 
Skin Tag Removal 

Brow Microblading and Ombre 
Tel Hawes 01969 667449 
info@twistedah.com 

Applegarth Couture 

    www.applegarthcouture.co.uk 

Made to measure 
Wedding, evening and daywear, 
tailoring and alterations. 

Contact: Rebecca Atkinson, 
    Aysgarth 

01969 629398 or 07521 030870 

Portable Appliance  
Testing (PAT) 

 

   Hawes DL8 3NT 
 

   Certificates & Reports supplied on 
each appliance tested.                                   

Please call for free quote and advice  
    

Wayne Webster 01969 666020 
or  07766 640905 

TEASDALE ELECTRICAL  
Your local electrician serving the dales and the 

surrounding areas 
Askrigg  

North Yorkshire  

Tel - 07814 184974 (Steve) 
Email - teasdaleelectrical@icloud.com 

mailto:enquiries@bibbys.co.uk
http://www.bibbys.co.uk
mailto:teasdaleelectrical@icloud.com
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At OôReillyôs we provide a broad range of 
accountancy and taxation services to our clients. 

 
Our friendly and approachable team are 
dedicated to delivering a high standard of 

service throughout the year. 
 

We act for many individuals and businesses 
with different levels of complexities. 

 
For more information visit our website at  
www.o-reilly.co.uk or contact us on   01969 
667428 to arrange a free initial consultation. 

FOR ALL YOUR SEWING NEEDS 
 

Contact. Sheila Kearton at  
Woodhall, Askrigg 

Alterations and custom soft  furnishings 
            CURTAINS, ROMAN  

        BLINDS, CUSHIONS 
          DRESSMAKING AND    

       REPAIRS 
 

 

Tel 01969 663484 or 07800 576925 

Tuesday Hawes Fish Market 
 

Also door to door delivery every Friday.  
Pre-order or just turn up on a Friday at 
Askrigg Stone Cross. 9.30am to 10.45am 
Bainbridge playground. 11.00am to 11.30am 

West Burton 12noon to 12.30pm 
Thornton Rust W.I. Hall 12.45pm to 1.00pm 

Mobile 07711 989590 
Facebook Hawesfishmarket; 

Community Ownership Fund 
 

The government is providing Ã150 million 
over four years to support community groups 
in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland to take ownership of assets and 
amenities at risk of being lost. 

Voluntary and community groups 
can bid for match funding to acquire important 
assets and run them for the benefit of the local 
community.  

Whether itôs the pub on the high street thatôs 
facing closure, a village shop or a local sports 
team that might lose its ground, the Fund 
offers a great opportunity for local groups to 
take them over and to run them as businesses 
ï by the community, for the community. 

The Fund will run until 2024/25. We intend 
to run three bidding windows each year for 
applicants to submit a full application to the 
Fund.  The third bidding window of Round 2 
opened on  February 15th and will close on 
April 14th at 11:59am. If you apply in this 
window, we aim to inform you of the 
outcome of your application in summer 
2023.  Application forms are available at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
community-ownership-fund-round-2-
application-form-assessment-criteria-

guidance. 

http://www.o-reilly.co.uk
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February has sped past! We have enjoyed using 
the MUGA for football and netball, making bird 
feeders and taking part in the RSPB Bird 
Watch, and visits from different community 
members, including Mrs Clark! 

Looking ahead we have such an exciting and 
busy March coming up within the BAWB 
Federation. Our wonderful PTFA are hosting a 
bedtime stories evening for World Book Day on 
March 2nd. This is such a popular event. 

We are continuing to practice for our 
Wensleydale Tournament of Song entries. 
Come and see our pupils in the speech classes 
on Tuesday 14th and Wednesday 15th in the 
Methodist Church, Leyburn and the music 
classes on Friday 24th in Tennants. We are 
really thankful to Mrs Stone for all her guidance 
and support and look forward to seeing lots of 
you in the audience. 

Our Nursery open days are on Tuesday, 
March 28th and Wednesday, March 29th, 
1.30pm ï 3.00pm. If you have a rising three 
year old, or know someone who does, please 
come along and look round our wonderful early 
years setting. bawbadmin@b-a-wb.co.uk or 
01969 650336 for booking and more 
information. 

On March 29th we will be welcoming Colin 
Daley and his planetarium to Askrigg primary 
school. We will have more information about 
the local community accessing this opportunity 
very soon, please keep an eye on our website.  

 

WANTED -  SCRAP CARS  
AND COMMERCIALS 

 

FREE collection from all areas. 
 

www.scrapcarcumbria.co.uk. 
 

07825 293099  

Better Health Massage 
 

Mobile Therapist, 8am to 8pm, 7days 
Improve overall general well being, inside and out. 

 

Ruth Boddy MFHT, ITEC Dip. Massage 
         ruth@betterhealthmassage.co.uk 

 

Fully qualified and insured 

07773 781803    
www.betterhealthmassage.co.uk 

A     BAWB Schools News Schools 
News 

mailto:bawbadmin@b-a-wb.co.uk
mailto:ruth@betterhealthmassage.co.uk
http://www.betterhealthmassage.co.uk
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Mystery Picture 
 

Last   monthôs  Mystery  Picture showed part of 
Lordôs Bridge near Wensley. 

 Now this seat has a nice view but where 
would you find it? 

Hawes Market House News 
 

The Market House is planning another jumble 
sale. The last sale in 2022 raised just over 
Ã1,000 so we are hoping to have another 
bumper day. Donations can be left with Alison 
at the Market House during the weeks prior to 
the sale. Sorry no furniture though! 

The jumble sale will be held on Saturday, 
March 18th. Doors open 9.30am until 
12.30pm. Alison will be serving tea, coffee 
and bacon baps. 

All proceeds will go towards replacing our 
aluminium single-glazed windows and our 
doors.  We need to find Ã14,000 so please 
come and support us. 

We have also arranged for three Saturday 
Markets to be held at the Market House. We 
have lots of exciting new stalls with many 
traders who have not previously been to 
Hawes ï anything from cakes to plants and 
from jam to rope. 

The first market will be held on Saturday 
April 1st with the next two being held on 
May 20th and July 15th. 

All proceeds from the rental of the stalls are 
going to the window fund.  The markets will 
only be successful if we can get lots of people 
to come through the doors (free entry) and 
support the sellers.  We would like to make 
these markets an annual event so please come 
along and support the Market House and the 
traders. 

 

 
 
 

Visitor Centre Open Daily  
 

1897 Coffee Shop 
Wensleydale Sourdough Pizza  
Dine for Ã10 and seasonal cheese 

themed menu 
Cheese Shop & Experience 
Daily demos, sampling & gifts   

NEW óTaste of Yorkshireô Room 
Guided pairings & accompaniments 
Join our NEW Loyalty Card 
Get FREE entry for 12 months 

wensleydale.co.uk  
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Another exciting first this term has been the start 
of our Mini-Police programme with the Year 5 
children. Alongside Mrs Metcalfe, the children 

worked with PC Heather Campbell. They were 
issued with their caps and jackets and are 
looking forward to their identity badges next 
time. All the children were really involved in the 
session and are eager to understand the role of 
the police within our community. They will be 
carrying out sessions in the community, in the 
coming months, exploring issues that affect our 
local area. 

We are thrilled to share some news of 
Charlotte Dooley, who has been awarded an 
MBE in the New Yearôs Honours List!  
Charlotte was a pupil at our school and so we 
are really pleased for her and her family. It is 
extra special as it is the first Honours List within 
the reign of King Charles. She was awarded her 
MBE for ñexceptional performance in support of 
the Royal Air Force in a very challenging timeò. 
Charlotte will be receiving her award at 
Buckingham Palace. 

We are always keen to hear of news and 
information from past school pupils and to share 
their achievements with the wider school 
community. This also helps us to provide 
aspirational local role models for our current 
pupils. Please let us know about any other 
notable successes! 

We are very grateful to Yorebridge Trustees 
who have given us a grant of Ã1750.00 towards 
our outdoor provision and to enhance our Forest 
School provision. 

Please keep up to date with our school news 
via our website http://www.hawes.n-
yorks.sch.uk  or contact school via email ï 
hawes@ycatschools.co.uk.   

Leyburn and District u3a 
 

The meeting in March is on Friday 17th. Helen 
Guy ï Lead Mining in The Dales,  Doors open 
at 10.00am at the Arts and Community Centre, 
Leyburn. 

 Meetings are held the third Friday of every 
month.  Visitors and new members always 
welcome.  Annual Membership is just Ã12 or 
Ã20 for two people at the same address. 

 Future Meetings: April 21st. Fiona Andrews 
from the charity Dementia Forward. 

Hawes School News 

MFW Aga & Boiler Services  
Specialising in the servicing of Aga / Rayburn 

cookers and domestic oil boilers.  
All Dales area covered 

 

For service please contact Mike on:  
 

Phone: 01609 779751 Mobile: 07731 349276 

 
 
 
 
 

Seasoned Firewood  
Logs For Sale 

 

Hardwood and Softwood available. 
Bulk Bags, Bulk Loads and smaller 
bags available, also kindling bags. 
Can deliver locally ï Hawes Area 
       

  01969 667916 after 5.00pm 
Mobile: 07974 507825 
any time; P.O.A  

http://www.hawes.n-yorks.sch.uk
http://www.hawes.n-yorks.sch.uk
mailto:hawes@ycatschools.co.uk
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Leyburn Arts and Community Centre 
 

The Centre is still open during March as part of 
the Warm Spaces initiative supported by 
Richmondshire District Council on 
Wednesdays 10.00am ï 4.00pm and Fridays, 
10.00am ï 2.00pm in the Cafe and Little Shop 
downstairs in the Centre. Free tea or coffee is 
available, newspapers, magazines, jigsaws and 
welcoming social company provided by one of 
our volunteers. The other venues in Leyburn 
also available are the Library, St Matthews 
Church and the Methodist Church. 

A full programme of events is coming up 
during March including the Dixon County Band, 
after their previous sell out concert, they have 
agreed to return so please buy your ticket early 
so as to not be disappointed! We also have a 
special screening of  Leyburn, a Town in 
Wensleydale, Archive film on Tuesday, March 
28th. Proceeds from this will be split between 
the Centre and Yorkshire Air Ambulance. The 
other major event is Life of Pi, a National 
Theatre Live cinema screening. Full details are 
on the website www.leyburnartscentre.com. Our 
other regular activities such as the Tuesday Club 
still have vacancies.  

March is also the time when our 100 Club 
begins again so if you fancy a little flutter each 
month with an opportunity to win one of three 
cash prizes, please get in touch, only Ã12 for the 
year. All our volunteers are entitled to a 50% 
reduction on tickets for special events so if you 
have time on your hands and may be interested 
in joining us, please get in touch. Tel 01969 
624510. 

",!$%3$!,%                   
+%..%,3 

       Boarding, Day Care, 
      Training, Grooming 

 

      Local Authority Licenced 
  Find us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/

Bladesdalekennels 

Low House, Snaizeholme, Hawes  DL8 

3NB   Tel 01969 667996 

R and B CONSTRUCTION 

                    Mr R T Parker 

                    Building and 
                    Roofing  Contractors 

Excavator and Operator Hire 

Extensions to Fine Restorations 

650151  or 07980 801026 
https://randbconstructionltd.co.uk  

http://www.leyburnartscentre.com
https://randbconstructionltd.co.uk/page/gallery
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Middleham and The Dales Local 
History Group 

 

Middleham Key Centre, Tuesday, March 21st 
at 2.00pm 

 

Raise the Roof - researching the history of your 
house by Dan Sudron 

 

Dan Sudron is an Archivist at North Yorkshire 
County Records Office. His talk on researching 
your house history introduces the relevant 
records that are held in the Archives.  

Every house has its own unique history. 
Finding and piecing together information from a 
variety of records may take quite a bit of 
detective work but it can be a fascinating and 
rewarding journey. 

Dan will show examples demonstrating the 
range of material from historic maps, 
architectural drawings and old photographs to 
historic property deeds, electoral registers and 
more.  

Members,  new  members  and  visitors  are 
always  welcome,  annual  membership  is  Ã12 
for  nine  meetings  and  visitors  can  attend  for 
Ã3  per  meeting. For  more  information  contact 
Tony Keats 01969 640436,  or 
dotandtonyk@btinternet.com. 

Cumbria Stove Centre  
Supply and installation of wood,  

coal and gas stoves. 

§Flue and chimney lining services. 

§Inglenook specialists. 

§Fully qualified and experienced 
   Hetas engineers  
 

01539 821061 (day) - 01539 625227 (eve) 
SHOWROOM: 34a, Main Street, Staveley 

 

Yore Mill Craft Shop and 
Gallery  

 

Open daily 10.30am to 4.30pm. 
Art and Crafts by artists and 

makers from the North of England 
And a range of crafts by independent makers 

from the U.K.  
Overlooking the beautiful Aysgarth Falls 

 

Yore Mill, Aysgarth, Leyburn DL8 3SR  

Tel: 01969 662829 

 J.Parfitt Plumbing & Heating Ltd 
All aspects of domestic / commercial 
plumbing and heating work undertaken 

Phone: 01969 650665 
Mobile: 07882 005261 
www.parfittplumbing.co.uk 
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!ÖÙËÌÙÚɯɧɯ!ÌËÚɯɧ/ÖÛÚɯɧɯ,ÖÞÐÕÎ 

"ÈÙÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯ'ÖÔÌÚɯÈÕËɯ'ÖÓÐËÈàɯ"ÖŲÈÎÌÚ 

ÛÏÙÖÜÎÏÖÜÛɯ6ÌÕÚÓÌàËÈÓÌɯÈÕËɯÉÌàÖÕËɯ 

A comprehensive, friendly veterinary 
service treating animals large and small 

 24 hour emergency service. 
Open Surgery 

Monday-Friday 9.00-9.30am and 2.00- 2.30pm 
Saturday morning 9.00-9.30am 

(appointments available at other times) 

01969 650263 

 
 
 
 
 

For all your legal requirements  
offering a full range of services. 
Hawes  DL8 3QL, Tel 667171   
email;hawes@hallandbirtles.co.uk 
and at Leyburn, Golden Lion Yard, 
DL8 5AS, Tel 01969 625526. 

email: Stuart@hallandbirtles.co.uk  
 

Regulated and authorised by the  
Solicitors Regulation Authority  

mailto:dotandtonyk@btinternet.com
http://www.parfittplumbing.co.uk
mailto:hawes@hallandbirtles.com
mailto:Stuart@hallandbirtles.co.uk
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March 
 
  3  Dominoes. Carperby Institute. 7.30pm.  
  8  Dementia Awareness Session.   
      Sycamore. 10.00amðnoon. See  p.37.  
10  Stalling Busk Schoolroom. Supper &   
      Talk. 7.30pm  See p.34. 
12  Blueboxt Music Workshop. Thoralby 
      Village Hall.10.00am ï 5.00pm. See p.6. 
13  Swaledale Festival Booking Opens. 
14  UWSRA AGM. 7.30pm. Johnny Walker  
      Laithe. See p.31. 
15  Penhill Ladies Meeting. 7.30pm.       
      Carperby Village Hall. See p.31. 
15  Classical Concert. 7.30pm. Influence  
      Church, Richmond. See p.35. 
16  Bainbridge W.I. Monthly Meeting and  
      Talk. 
17  Leyburn U3a talk. 10.00am. Arts &  
      Community Centre. See p 17. 
17  DCM Evening TalkðNobby Dimon.  
      7.30pm. See p.23. 
18  Jumble Sale at Hawes Market House.  
       9.30am to 12.30pm. See p.16. 
18  Carperby Concert. 8.00pm. Village  
       Institute. See p.28. 
19   Prophetic Meeting 6.30pm. Hawes   
       Market House. See p.4. 
20   Bainbridge W.I. Soup & Sweet Lunch.  
       Thornton Rust  Institute. See p.34. 
21   Local History Group Talk. 2.00pm.  
       Middleham Key Centre. See p.19. 
22   Newsletter AGM. 4.00pm. Sycamore  
       Hall. See p.21. 
28,29   Bainbridge Primary School Nursery  
       Open afternoon. 1.30pm ï 3.00pm. 
       650336 to book. See p..15. 
30   Gospel of Mark. St. Oswaldôs Askrigg   
       7.00pm. See p.39. 
31   Concert for Wensleydale Tournament  
       of Music and Speech. 7.30pm. 
       Wensleydale School. See p.28. 
   
   April 
 
  1    Saturday Market at Hawes Market  
        House. See p.16. 
  1    Folk Concert. 8.00pm Reeth Memorial   
        Hall. See p.9. 
  1    Childrenôs Easter Hunt in aid of  
        Bainbridge Christmas Lights. See p.10. 

Coronation of King Charles 
 

The Coronation is on Saturday, May 6th, and 
we are hoping to put on an event of some kind 
( open to any ideas) on Sunday,  May 7th to 
mark the occasion. We've booked the market 
hall for that date. Please, if you're interested in 
helping in any way or have some ideas or 
suggestions, please let us know.  This  is  a  
community  event  and  we  need volunteers  to  
make  it  happen  and  be  a success. You can 
contact me on. brenda.peacock48@gmail.com 
or 07519 338676. 

Hawes in Bloom  
 

On behalf of Hawes In Bloom I would like to 
thank Gayle Mill Trust most sincerely for their 
very generous donation of Ã500. This was 
presented recently at a small ceremony at 
Raygill Farm. It is a most welcome financial 
boost which will help us to continue to keep 
Hawes blooming for another year! 

Richard the Plant Pest  

MARCH  WHATôS ON LISTING;   
please add these dates to your Diary 

J. W. COCKETT & SON 
Family Butchers  

Estd. 1854 
 

Wholesale & Retail Bakers 
Main Street, Hawes  
 Tel  01969 667251   

 

Best Quality Meats  
High Class Baking 

Freezer Orders Supplied 

MICHAEL MOORE & SON 
BUILDER AND PLASTERER 

 

Family Business  Est 1906 
 

Alterations, pointing, stonework,  
Roof work, garden patios, paths,  

plastering, insulated plaster boarding,  
Over-skimming Artex walls and 
ceilings, tiling walls and floors,  
underfloor heating, PVC sash 

windows.  
 

NO VAT TO PAY 
 

Tel: 01969 667045  
Mob: 07968 684942  
Hawes  DL8 3NS 

mailto:brenda.peacock48@gmail.com


 

21 

Heavens Above 
 

We've an impressive planetary conjunction this 
month. If you look low in the west soon after 
sunset on March 1st you'll find the two brightest 
planets, Venus and Jupiter, barely a Moon's 
width apart ï a spectacular sight in the gathering 
darkness. The pair stay reasonably close 
together for the next few nights but as the 
month progresses Jupiter gradually sinks down 
into the twilight and disappears from view by 
the end of March. Venus does the reverse and 
climbs even higher in the sky brightening all the 
time. By the end of the month it doesn't set until 
well after 11.00pm. 

   This year's Vernal Equinox, falls on March 
20th. Itôs the date when the Sun sits directly 
above the equator as it moves northwards in the 
sky and marks the official start of Spring in the 
northern hemisphere. Don't confuse it with 
British Summer Time which begins on March 
26th when you need to put your clocks forward. 

 In the night sky the change of seasons is 
already well underway with the main springtime 
constellations ï Leo, Bootes the Herdsman, and 
Virgo ï all high in the south by 9.00pm towards 
the middle of March. Leo is the most prominent 
of the three and quite easy to pick out with a 
sickle-shaped pattern of stars ï like a large 
backward facing question mark ï outlining the 
creatures head and shoulders and a triangle of 
stars further eastwards forming its hindquarters. 
Y-shaped Virgo is the second largest 
constellation and represents the goddess of the 
harvest holding an ear of corn ï the  bright star, 
Spica. Bootes the Herdsman is another large 
constellation shaped like a giant kite. In the old 
myths he was placed in the sky as a reward for 
inventing the plough. Arcturus, Bootes main 
star, is the brightest in the northern hemisphere 
and the fourth brightest in the entire sky. Itôs a 
beautiful golden-orange hue, well worth 
viewing with a decent set of binoculars. Have 
clear skies! 

Al Birio 

Olive House School 
 

In the last issue we asked for someone to 
identify the location of the Olive House School 
in Hawes and we have found a photograph (with 
pupils) probably taken about 1900 which was 
also about the time the advert that we published 
last December appeared. 

You may recognise the house as óStonecroftô 
on Burtersett Road, currently the home of 
Darren and Jackie Smith from the Wensleydale 
Pantry.   

Thanks to Jackie we know that the school 
must have closed before 1905 because in that 
year it is described as a dwelling house and was 
the property of a Richard Moore Metcalfe of 
Burtersett. 

A Date for Your Diary 
 

Wednesday, March 22nd at 4.00pm 

SYCAMORE HALL, BAINBRIDGE 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
NEWSLETTER 

All readers are welcome to attend. 

Market Valuations for Tax Planning,  
Lending, Compensation and Council Tax 

purposes 
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News from Dales Countryside 
Museum  

 

Opening times: 5ŀƛƭȅ 10.00am to 5.00pm. Last 
entry one hour before closing. 

Contact: hawes@yorkshiredales.org.uk or call 
01969 666210. 

Weôve loved welcoming visitors back to the 
Museum and last week saw first-hand how the 
provision of activities and resources for families 
can have a positive impact. It was great to see 
the backpacks and activity lanyards being 
enjoyed. Things are moving on with the 
installation of our new Changing Places space 
and we hope it will be open very soon.  

It was with great sadness that we heard of the 
passing of Denny Minnitt. Denny was a huge 
supporter of DCM and together with her sister, 
Signy Allen, established the study room, 
spending hour upon hour cataloguing material. 
It is a wonderful legacy and one which will live 
on in the space now known as the Research 
Room. We send our love and condolences to 
Robin and his family. 

Exhibition ôIn Your Wordsô (included in 
museum admission) to April 19th. 

This celebration of the rich dialect heritage of 
the Yorkshire Dales includes contemporary 
recordings and oral history from the university 
collections gathered by fieldworkers from Leeds 
University in the 1950s and 60s. You can also 
add  your  own  words to the collection by 
filling in a survey in the exhibition or by going 
online when you get home https://
dialectandheritage.org.uk/.  

We are delighted that the exhibition now 
features two original books from Leeds Special 
collections. These response books recorded the 
answers given by informants during the Survey 
of English Dialect. They include 9 sections that 
cover a range of topics relating to work, 
domestic and social life. The answers given are 
recorded in the International Phonetic Alphabet. 

Interviews were carried out by fieldworker 
Peter Wright, with Harold Orton also present for 
two of the days in Muker. There are five 
informants for the Muker response book - James 
Cooper Peacock, George Alderson, Mrs George 
Alderson, William Simm Raw and Thomas 
William Raw. The Askrigg book includes 
responses from four informants - Harold Bell, 
Ernest Burton, Edward Dinsdale and Thomas 
Weatherall. 

Podcast 

You can read more about our new Voices 
from the Dales podcast series created by 
Andrew Fagg which focuses on dialect and 
local  voices.  You  can  listen  via  the  museum 
website  or   via  any  podcast  application  on 
your smartphone or tablet. https://
www.dalescountrysidemuseum.org.uk/explore/
explore-the-museum/voices-from-the-dales-
podcast/. 

Family friendly fun 

Weôve received some fantastic feedback from 
families over half term. Many have enjoyed 
using the SEND backpacks, have had fun round 
the galleries and taken part in the family 
activities. You can still pick up an Annual pass 
so you can pop in as many times as you like, all 
year round or your child can join the Scurry 
Club and start collecting their squirrel badge 
and first stamp as soon as they visit. Each 
Scurry club pass allows entry for the named 
child and an  adult  carer. Weôve  put  together  
lots  of family  friendly,  fun  events  for  2023,  
so  keep an eye on our Facebook page and 
website! www.dalescountrysidemuseum.org.uk. 

Wild Escape ï Wonderfully Wild Dales 

Weôre taking part in the Wild Escape with our 
Wonderfully Wild Dales project, working with 
Stage1Cycles Wensleydale Bike Club, Hawes 
Primary school and Mowbray school.  

We ran our first family event in half term and 
the children who came along made some 
amazing nocturnal creatures! Over the next few 
weeks weôll be working with Hawes Primary 
and Mowbray school to share the special areas 
and species of the Yorkshire Dales, explain the 
impact of climate change and show what small 
steps can be taken help reduce a familyôs carbon 
footprint and help safeguard these special 
aspects of the Yorkshire Dales for future 
generations.  

Learning 

Children from BAWB (Bainbridge, Askrigg, 
West Burton schools) recently took part in a 
bespoke Roman session at the Museum and 
weôve received some great feedback about how 
well the activities supported their learning. If 
you  work in  education  and  would  be  keen  
to chat  with  us  about  our  workshops,  loan 
boxes or other resources to complement your 
lessons, just get in touch by emailing 
dcm@yorkshiredales.org.uk.  

mailto:hawes@yorkshiredales.org.uk
https://dialectandheritage.org.uk/
https://dialectandheritage.org.uk/
https://www.dalescountrysidemuseum.org.uk/explore/explore-the-museum/voices-from-the-dales-podcast/
https://www.dalescountrysidemuseum.org.uk/explore/explore-the-museum/voices-from-the-dales-podcast/
https://www.dalescountrysidemuseum.org.uk/explore/explore-the-museum/voices-from-the-dales-podcast/
https://www.dalescountrysidemuseum.org.uk/explore/explore-the-museum/voices-from-the-dales-podcast/
http://www.dalescountrysidemuseum.org.uk
mailto:dcm@yorkshiredales.org.uk
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The YDNPA Learning and Engagement team 
are also running sessions online and in person, 
so watch out for these. 

Yorkshire Dales Young Archaeologistsô 
Club 

The club meets once a month on a Saturday 
morning, 10.00am - noon. At our session in 
February we made a small coin purse. In March 
we will be going for a walk to undertake a small 
heritage feature survey that focuses on historic 
features such as date stones, gate stoops, stiles 
and telephone boxes. We will be identifying, 
recording and photographing the features. If you 
know a young person age 8-16 years who might 
be interested, please let them know about the 
club. Theyôre welcome to come along to try a 
session. Please call in advance if youôd like to 
join in or email dcm@yorkshiredales.org.uk or 
call 01969 666210.  

Whatôs on in March  and Aprilé 

Friends of DCM evening lecture. 

Friday, March 17th. 7.30pm to 9.00pm.  

Touring Tales from West Burton to the West 
End.   

At this Friends of the Dales Countryside 
Museum evening lecture, Nobby Dimon shares 
his talk Touring Tales from West Burton to the 
West End. Free for members or donation for non
-members ï booking advised. 

Drystone Walling Demonstration. 

Tuesday, April 4th. 11.00am to 3.00pm.  

Join Dales Volunteers as they showcase the 
traditional craft of drystone walling and explain 
the construction of this iconic feature of the 
National Park landscape.  

 

Wonderfully Wild Dales - make a meadow 
print.  

Wednesday, April 5th. 10.00am - 12.30pm
 1.30pm - 4.00pm. 

Printmaker Hester Cox will show you how to 
print your own meadow habitat picture. You can 
also add to our huge meadow picture that will be 
displayed on Earth Day! Come along and 
discover the importance of hay meadows for 
storing carbon and explore the wildlife that 
visits or lives in them because of the diversity of 
plants.  

The Wild Escape is made possible by lead 

support from Arts Council Englandôs National 
Lottery Project Grants, with additional support 
from Art Fund. 

 

Food for Thought: Bun, batch, cob or roll?
 Thursday , April 6th.  1.00pm - 4.00pm 

Food for thought : Bun, batch, cob or roll?  

Enjoy a taste of dialect words for all things 
edible and pick up a recipe from the past while 
you explore the In Your Words exhibition 

 

Hands on History  

Friday, April 7th.  1.00pm - 4.00pm 

Time through time: A look at how we 
measured time in the past and have a go at 
making a historic timepiece 

Drystone Walling Demonstration. 

Tuesday, April 11th. 11.00am to 3.00pm.  

Join Dales Volunteers as they showcase the 
traditional craft of drystone walling and explain 
the construction of this iconic feature of the 
National Park landscape 

 

Food for Thought: Oatcake or havercake?
 Thursday , April 13th. 1.00pm - 4.00pm  

Food for thought : Oatcake or havercake? 
Enjoy a taste of dialect words for all things 
edible and pick up a recipe from the past while 
you explore the  óIn Your Wordsô exhibition 

Hands on History  

Friday, April 14th.  1.00pm - 4.00pm 

Green Man: Find out about the history of the 
Green Man, a symbol of Spring and rebirth, and 
make your own. 

 

Friends of DCM evening lecture TBC 

Friday, April  21st.  7.30pm to 9.00pm.  

To be advised. 
 

Wonderfully Wild Dales - make a recycled 
bug, butterfly or bee!  

Saturday, April 22nd.  10.30am to 4.00pm. 

On Earth Day, create recycled bugs, butterflies 
and bees to add to our display and take home 
with your own recyclable seed pot and seeds to 
encourage insects into your garden - part of the 
Wild Escape.  

mailto:dcm@yorkshiredales.org.uk
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Swaledale Festival 2023 
 

This year, 54 music, arts and walking events will 
be brought to the chapels, churches, halls and 
outdoor spaces of the sublime northern Yorkshire 
Dales. There is a special focus on our place and 
our community. As well as concerts by local 
choirs, bands and soloists, there are poetry walks 
in the landscape, puppet shows for children and 
families, late night astronomy sessions, 
workshops, comedy, film screenings and 
exhibitions by local artists. There are plenty of 
top international performers too - from Australia, 
the Middle East, India, Africa, Canada, the 
Americas, Japan, China and all over the UK and 
Europe. 

 Tickets go on sale on Monday, March 13th at 
www.swalefest.org.  

 The action begins on Saturday, May 27th 
with a talk on the Northern Dales Night Skies by 
astronomer Paul Clark at Reeth Memorial Hall. 
Paulôs astronomical, geographical and historical 
narrative will be supported by images and videos 
of our glorious dark sky, and some sights and 
sounds of the northern Dales.  

On Sunday, May 28th there will be a 
screening of the ever-popular film Wallace and 
Gromit ñThe Wrong Trousersò at The Garden 
Rooms at Tennants, but with a difference; the 
animation will be accompanied with live music 
from one of the most successful competition 
brass bands in history - WFEL Fairey Band! 
WFEL Fairey Band will also do an evening 
performance at 7.30pm in which they will 
showcase a full programme of established 
repertoire, as well as some exciting new 
arrangements. 

 On Monday, May 29th at Reeth 
Congregational Church there will be a solo 
performance from the remarkable flute and 
percussion virtuoso, Eliza Marshall, who has 
worked with giants such as Stevie Wonder and 
Paul McCartney. Using multitrack delays and 
loops to build up layers of sounds, Elizaôs solo 
performances combine African beats with her 
own haunting melodies and harmonies, creating a 
glorious fusion of music from around the world.  

Later the same day, the award-winning Dutch 
violinist and composer, Tim Kliphuis and his 

talented ensemble will perform The Five 
Elements, a rousing ode to the Earth that 
embraces classical, gypsy, jazz and folk. This 
show has toured internationally and united 
audiences round the world. Donôt miss the 
chance to experience this special concert at 
St.Maryôs Church in Richmond. 

 On Wednesday, May 31st Lempen Puppet 
Theatre will perform Cardboard Carnival at the 
beautiful Georgian Theatre Royal. Expect a 
compelling celebration of the magic of puppetry 
with lots of cardboard, a little help from Charles 
Darwin, and accompanied by Camille Saint-
Sa±nsô fabulous Carnival of the Animals music. 
Lempen is one of Britainôs great touring 
puppetry companies and regularly take their 
original shows to international festivals across 
Europe. They will be running some puppetry 
workshops for young people in the lead-up to the 
Festival, we will share more information soon. 

 

The Tim Kliphuis Sextet 

http://www.swalefest.org
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 On Thursday, June 1st we are thrilled to 
welcome the popular and hugely respected 
expert Ronnie Archer-Morgan from the BBCôs 
Antiques Roadshow to give the Reeth Lecture at 
Reeth Congregational Church. Ronnie will talk 
about some of his favourite objects, his 
extraordinary life, and his new book, Would It 
Surprise You To Know...?  

Also on the same day, award-winning vocalist 
Claire Martin OBE and Scottish guitar legend 
Jim Mullen will celebrate the Great American 
Songbook and their shared love of the great jazz 
singers at St. Andrewôs Church in Grinton. 
Expect stylish re-workings of much-loved 
classics by Arlen, Porter and Gershwin 
alongside more soulful songs by Stevie Wonder 
and Donny Hathaway. 

 On Saturday, June 3rd the immensely 
popular British comedian Andy Hamilton will 
share an evening of comic reflection, 
reminiscence and revelation at The Garden 
Rooms at Tennants. Andy will look back over 
his 60ish years on the planet and try to answer 
some questions. A hilarious and illuminating 
night out with a master of comedy! 

  On Tuesday, June 6th the excellent Dales 
poet Mary-Jane Holmes will lead a walking and 
writing workshop in beautiful upper Swaledale. 
There will be some moderate walking and fun 
writing exercises, and itôs open to anyone whoôs 
interested in any genre of writing.  

On the evening of Tuesday, June 6th 
Connaught Brass, a dynamic young brass 
quintet who are taking the chamber music world 
by storm, will perform Handel, Faur®, Rossini in 
St. Maryôs Church, Richmond. These talented 
musicians form part of this yearôs Young Artists 
Platform which showcases tomorrowôs major 
stars. Highly recommended! 

 On Wednesday, June 7th we welcome back 
Australian guitarist Craig Ogden, a giant of the 
classical world, to perform in the beautiful 
acoustic of Grinton church. Craigôs solo recital 
will include music by Dowland, Bach, Rodrigo, 
Coste, Sinesi and Villa-Lobos. 
These are just a small selection of a whirlwind 
of diverse events, including film, guided walks, 
local bands, free art exhibitions and more. 

Browse the full programme and book tickets 
at www.swalefest.org. or call our Box Office on 
01748 880019 for assistance. 
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